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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 152.4 

1 Available at http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
omb/circulars/index.html. 

(a) Implements the requirement es-
tablished by the President in Executive 
Order 12473 that the Manual for Courts- 
Martial (MCM), United States, 1984, 
and subsequent editions, be reviewed 
annually. 

(b) Formalizes the Joint Service 
Committee (JSC) and defines the roles, 
responsibilities, and procedures of the 
JSC in reviewing and proposing 
changes to the MCM and proposing leg-
islation to amend the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice (UCMJ) (10 U.S.C., 
Chapter 47). 

(c) Provides for the designation of a 
Secretary of a Military Department to 
serve as the Executive Agent for the 
JSC. 

§ 152.2 Applicability. 
This part applies to the Office of the 

Secretary of Defense, the Military De-
partments (including the Coast Guard 
by agreement with the Department of 
Homeland Security when it is not oper-
ating as a Service of the Department of 
the Navy), the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, the Combatant Com-
mands, the Inspector General of the 
Department of Defense, the Defense 
Agencies, the DoD Field Activities, and 
all other organizational entities in the 
Department of Defense (hereafter col-
lectively referred to as ‘‘the DoD Com-
ponents’’). 

§ 152.3 Policy. 
To assist the President in fulfilling 

his responsibilities under the UCMJ, 
and to satisfy the requirements of Ex-
ecutive Order 12473, the Department of 
Defense shall review the Manual for 
Courts-Martial annually, and, as appro-
priate, propose legislation amending 
the UCMJ to ensure that the MCM and 
the UCMJ fulfill their fundamental 
purpose as a comprehensive body of 
military criminal law and procedure. 
The role of the JSC furthers these re-
sponsibilities. Under the direction of 
the General Counsel of the Department 
of Defense, the JSC is responsible for 
reviewing the MCM and proposing 
amendments to it and, as necessary, to 
the UCMJ. 

§ 152.4 Responsibilities. 
(a) The General Counsel to the De-

partment of Defense shall: 

(1) Administer this part, to include 
coordination on and approval of legis-
lative proposals to amend the UCMJ, 
approval of the annual review of the 
MEM, and coordination of any pro-
posed changes to the MCM under OMB 
Circular A–19. 1 

(2) Designate the Secretary of a Mili-
tary Department to serve as the joint 
Service provider for the JSC. The joint 
Service provider shall act on behalf of 
the JSC for maintaining the JSC’s files 
and historical records, and for publica-
tion of the updated editions of the 
MCM to be distributed throughout the 
Department of Defense, as appropriate. 

(3) Invite the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to appoint representatives to 
the JSC. 

(4) Invite the Chief Judge of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces to provide a staff mem-
ber to serve as an advisor to the JSC. 

(5) Invite the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff to provide a staff mem-
ber from the Chairman’s Office of 
Legal Counsel to serve as an advisor to 
the JSC. 

(6) Ensure that the Associate Deputy 
General Counsel (Military Justice and 
Personnel Policy), Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Defense, 
shall serve as the General Counsel’s 
representative to the JSC in a non-vot-
ing capacity. In addition, the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Armed 
Forces (USCAAF) and the Legal Coun-
sel to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff shall be invited to provide a 
staff member to serve as an advisor to 
the JSC in a non-voting capacity. 

(b) The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments shall ensure that the 
Judge Advocates General of the Mili-
tary Departments and the Staff Judge 
Advocate to the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps appoint representatives 
to the JSC. 

(c) The JSC shall further the DoD 
policy established in section 3 of this 
part and perform additional studies or 
other duties related to the administra-
tion of military justice, as the General 
Counsel of the Department of Defense 
may direct. (See DoD Directive 5105.18, 
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